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You may recall that last
year the RRB decided to fund
a replacement for Jim Hill’s
position as a UCCE Rice
Specialist. This decision was
reached after considerable
discussion within the Board
and negotiation with both UC
Davis and UC Cooperative
Extension.
Just to review, the RRB
chose to fund a Rice Specialist position with UCCE at
$212,000 for six years. By
doing this the industry is
guaranteed the Rice Specialist position for 15 years without further cost. Even if the
person occupying the position leaves, the position will
be refilled by UCCE without
further cost to the RRB. Typically, the average stay in a
Specialist position is 30
years.
The selection of the person
came through a UC committee. On that committee was
an RRB grower representative, the RES director and
UCCE farm advisors as well
as those from the University.
Thus we had good representation of industry interests
during the search. Compliments should be given to the
search committee for working quickly and diligently to
find a replacement in the
shortest time allowed by the

process.
A good number of people
applied for the job. The committee worked through the resumes and winnowed the list
down. In the end, we had

three finalists. Two of them
chose to go forward with the
process. After a series of presentations and interviews,
Bruce Linquist was selected
for the position.
Many of you have heard
from Bruce at the Winter Rice
meetings, but you may not
know his history and the
qualifications he brings to the
position. We welcome Bruce
to the Rice Specialist position
and what follows is a history
from him and where he hopes
to go in the future.
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Allen-Diaz introduced Linquist to the
industry during Rice Field Day, August
28. The RRB has also established an endowment at UCD to support the Specialist position. Interest generated by
this endowment will supply funds to
equip Linquist with computers, lab supFurther Support
plies, and other necessary items for his
Chairman Scheidel and Dean Barbara position.

farmers that is modeled after the National Corn Yield Contest. I think such
a contest will provide a lot of very useful information for both growers and researchers that will allow us to increase
the productivity of our systems.
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ing with the rice industry on various environmental issues such as water use,
water quality, nitrate leaching, and
greenhouse gas emissions.
I look forward to collaborating with
other researchers, advisors and farmers
addressing relevant issues in the rice industry and making sure the industry remains sustainable. My research will
continue to focus on nutrient management, water use, water and air quality,
and crop development. I will also collaborate with other researchers and advisors on other important issues
including breeding and pest management. I will aim to make sure our research findings become available to
stakeholders including growers and
PCA’s in formats that are suitable for
them. This includes web-based tools and
apps. I am interested in working more
closely with farmers and PCA’s through
farmer research groups in which farmers are all working on similar issues but
at the scale of the field. I would like to
establish a Yield Contest among rice

