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Systems Project Expands

For the last five years,
those of you attending the
Rice Field Day at RES have
been aware of the Systems
Project over in one corner.
Information on this project
has been recorded in the
Annual Report and talked
about at special field days.
Some of you have even dabbled with the concepts in your
own fields.
This year will mark a new
phase to the project. The UC
scientists now believe that
they know enough to try the
concepts on larger plots in
grower fields. They have laid
out four objectives for this
research as follows:
●Test the performance
of these systems at a
grower field scale and
identify the key constraints to management
at this scale.
●Identify the ability of
these systems to control
herbicide
resistant
weeds across a range of
management practices,
soils, and climates.
●Identify appropriate
nutrient management
practices for these systems based on results
from different soils in
the Sacramento Valley
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region.
●Develop and disseminate best management
practices for these systems.
These trials will be in real
fields of substantial size
(about 40 acres). The emphasis this year will be on the notill procedure where any
ground work is done in the
Fall. For the water-seeded
system, the field will be

Red Rice

flushed to germinate the weed
seeds and allowed to sit for a
few weeks. Once the target
weeds are sprouted, the field
will be sprayed with a nonselective herbicide, then
flooded and planted conventionally. For the drill-seeded
system, the procedure is the
same through herbicide application, then the field will be
drill-seeded, flushed for stand
establishment, and Prowl,

Remember the importance of identifying any weeds you
think might be red rice. If you identify it when there is only a
small population, it is still possible to eradicate it from your
field. Do not delay, conslut with your farm advisor as soon as
you suspect a problem. You can see information and pictures at
www.carrb.com/Facts/RedRice.htm that will help you identify the plant type.
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propanil and Clincher used as
a weed control.
Remember that there are
two important aspects to this
technique. The first is that you
destroy a large percentage of
the weeds that can germinate
before you plant the rice. By
not disturbing the soil, additional weed seeds that might
be available in other soil layers never get the chance to
germinate – at least this season. The second aspect is, by
shifting systems (wet to dry
seeding or dry to wet seeding)
you massively shift the weed
population.Albert Fischer has
talked about this in years past
as a method of combating a
problem weed type. You can
make conditions very unfavorable for some weed types
while making it more favorable for others. It is possible to
reduce resistant weeds that
trouble your field.
The participating scientists
are counting on grower input
for this project. By scaling up
the plots, the creativity of
growers will be an important
part in the success of the project. You are in the fields
every day and will have a
good feel for how the plot is
doing. At the same time, this
plot will not likely get any
special attention, just a few
more curious looks.
This is the next logical step
to learn more about these systems and how they react in
different soil types. Look for
an announcement for field
days at a few of these sites this
summer so you can see how
things went.

Board Funds

There is a lot of conversation about the State budget

Proportional weed species recruitment, no herbicide
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this year. Considerable talk
about how things will be paid
for and what cuts will be
made fills the media. Since
the RRB “operates under the
authority of the Secretary of
Food & Agriculture, State of
California” you might wonder (though probably not)
what sort of budget cuts might
impact the Board.
Let’s dispel a few myths.
The RRB receives no General
Funds from the State. We are
under a department of CDFA
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and they supply oversight of
the program. This oversight
costs money and every dollar
is collectively supplied by the
50+ Advisory Boards and
Commissions in California.
For the RRB in 2008 this is
about 1.3% of our budget.
Contrast that with the 91.7%
that is spent on research.
Asecond misconception is
that we get no benefit from
those charges. CDFA takes
care of enforcing the collection of assessments if a han-

dler is uncooperative. They
provide oversight and defend
us in court against lawsuits.
They also provide auditing
services to keep handlers honest.
Summing up, the budget
problems should not have any
impact on the operation of the
RRB. The money you contribute will continue to be
used for the research selected
by your elected RRB members.
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