Issue # 18, Summer 2006

New Plot Harvester Arrives
Back in the budget
cycle of 2001, your elected representatives saw the
need to replace the aging
Sweco plot harvester. The
plot harvester is used all
over the rice growing
region to gather information on varietal test plots,
fertilizer trials, strip trials,
and anywhere production
research areas need to be
harvested and evaluated.
Five different UC departments depend on this harvester.
The Sweco
is over 20
years old and
though it has
held up well,
it lacks features
that
would make
research
more accurate and useful. Many improvements
have been made to the
Sweco and it will continue
to be used as a backup harvester or for disease isolation.
Researchers from UC
Davis canvassed the available manufacturers of plot
harvesters to see what was
available. They also visit-

ed with other rice
researchers in California
and the South to see what
their experiences had been
with various models. After
considera b l e
analysis,
they settled
on
one made
in Iowa by
Almaco.
Almaco
was estab-

tural research industry. In
1983, Almaco moved its
operations to Nevada,
Iowa, due to continued
growth.
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New Almaco harvester above,
Sweco harvester on left.

lished in 1888 in Ames,
Iowa
as
Allan's
Blacksmith and Welding.
After 85 years of performing repair work and selling hardware to the local
population, the business
(now known as Allan
Machine Company or
ALMACO) started producing and marketing
equipment for the agricul-

California Rice Research Board

Since 1965, Almaco
has evolved from manufacturing a few basic
products to over 40 models of equipment. These
include one and two row
test plot combines, a wide
variety of planting equipment, and various types of
stationary threshers. In
addition, Almaco provides
and installs many types of
electronic data collection
and sensing systems on
equipment.
In the mean time, the
RRB committed to gather
funds over time to pay for
a plot harvester. During
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Weather
Access

2001-3 the RRB set aside
$150,000 for their portion
of the harvester. This represented 2/3's of the total
amount allotted. The UC
researchers, being the primary users of the harvester, agreed to assemble
the remaining 1/3 of the
funds.
Numerous meetings
with Almaco were held to
refine the features of this
particular harvester. An
RRB committee was
formed to review and
advise on features, durability and capability.
Changes were made to the
tire size, four wheel assist,
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and adding a turbo to the
Cat
engine.
The
researchers added ways to
clean out the machine,
weigh samples in various
ways, collect samples at
multiple points, and
instrumentation.
The biggest change was
in the development of a
"California" type header.
Engineers from Almaco
came out to see how our
headers are different and
what would be required.
Lots of work went into
creating the right type of
header for our conditions.
Arrangements were also
made to provide local ser-

vice for the harvester.
Finally, after many
years of work, the new
plot harvester was delivered in April of 2006. The
enclosed pictures show off
some of its features and
construction. We look forward to testing it out this
year and getting everything working correctly
for many years of productive service. So if you see
a little blue harvester
working on plots this fall,
you will know that your
funds are working hard for
you helping researchers
evaluate the next generation rice.

Many of you
have used the
weather information on the RRB
website for some
time. The CRC is
now financing the
ongoing expense
of maintaining
the weather stations since this is
no long a research
project.
R e c e n t
changes in the
provider
of
weather information means that
there is now an
alternate source
of weather information. It can be
accessed
at
http://www.westernwx.com/crc/
using the username “rrb” and
the
password
“grorice”

RRB Member
Election
Included with this
newsletter is the ballot
where you can elect those
who represent you. Please
read the instructions carefully and vote. Those
selected will serve on the
Board for three years and
determine the assessment
rate and the research
selected during that time.
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